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Canadian held I in Haiti bombin 



A Cnr.adian who ; »cju jj 
days in a Miami jnd for gucr 
rilla activities now is in the 
custodv of the Bahamas po- 
lice following a bombing raid 
this week over Port au- 
Prince, capital o i the Carib- 
bean Republic of Hai ti. 

^VUliam PempseyD 26 . of 
London Uni , was first arrest- 
ed in Florida in March after 
the f a:al shooting of ^H aitian 
exile ( Cer«Yd D- BakeL > while 
on guerrilla training man- 
oeuvres 50 miles into the 
Florida Everglades swamp. 

After his release he re- 
turned to Canada under 
threat of deportation, but 
stayed only a short time be- 
fore reluming to his guerrilla 
activity, which led him into 
the arms of the Grand Baha- 
mas plice. 

DEMPSEY WAS one of a 
:rew of 10 which landed a 
pullet-riddled, four-engined 
Lockheed Constellation bomb 
fcr, with only a red stripe 

S ' *ng on its tail, on i U.S. 

e-tracking s t a 1 1 o n on 
3rand Bahama Island 
Wednesday afternoon. 



Today he is in custody of 
the Grand Bahamas police 
while the Canadian High 
Commission in Kings Ion Ja- 
maica investigates his ac- 
tions. 

Grand Bahamas police 
chief 1 nomas Clunie said Irt 
persons had been charged 
with illegal entry, although 
last night the eight Ameri- 
cans in the plane crew, were 
flown out to MamL 

The loth crew member, a 
Haiti exile remains in custody 
with Dempsey. 

THE BOMBING raid on 
Port-au-Prince happened 
Wednesday night when an un- 
identified aircraft flew over 
the city and unloaded six 55- 

g allon oil drums containing 
igh octane fuel with burning 
fuses. 

One o I these crude bombs 
landed in the grounds of ih? 
presidential palace of 

? resident Francois Papa Doc 
lirViJier killing two adults, a 
six-month old child and inju- 
ring 20 persons. 

It is not yet known where 
the other bombs landed. 



Immediately after the at- 
tack. Haitian cifjciais claimed 
the ’ bomber had been flown, 
from Cuba. Havana's reply 
was * -.v.'i a plane is nothing 
more than the penile raentali- 
i.v of Divalier. 



DUVALIER made a 12-min- 
ute broadcast Thursday night 
and said the flight originated 
from South Caicos Island, at 
the south-eastern tip of the 
Bahamas. 

An exile force of about 20 
persons is also believed to 
nave set out to attempt a 
landing after the bombing. 
The expedition left Florida 
Key, between 800 and 900 
miles from Haiti, in a small 
boat. 

One of them is believed to 
be fo rmer Hai tian army offi- 
cer( ltcne J. LeonTM he man 
behinrOJOEfilFpart of the 
exile training group in Flori- 
da, which was also run in 
conjunction with Cuban ex- 
iles. ■ 

In fact, when Dempsey 
came home to London, he told 
a Spectator reporter there 
were 10 Haitians in tba group 
that was uncovered by police. 
Asked if that group was 
planning an invasion of Haiti, 
he replied: "draw your own 
conclusions." 

urn lu AiDcrv ^ TTJLY, 1967. he led four 

WILLjIAM DEMPSEY i Americans and lour Cubans 




in an attempt to seize a Cut 
ban fishing boat and hold its] 
crew hostage until Castro! 
agreed to release four Cuban 
saboteurs from prison. 

Th-ey took a motor boat, 
ana with food, weapons and 
ammunition, slipped out of 
the Miami river. They almost 
reached the Cuban coastline 
wr.en a generator blew and 
they were forced to paddle 
hack to Miami. 

Nothing more was hoard of 
Dempsey until March 15 this.! 
year when one of the gueril- 
las m his training group v ss . 
accidentally shot dead during 
a staged ambush, in the ever- 
glades, about two miles off 
blare Road 9-1 in Monroe 
County, an hour’s drive from 

Miami. 

THE SHOOTING alerted po- 
lice to the group's activities, 
their camp in the everglades 
was uncovered, Dempsey and 
other members in the group 
were jailed for 11 days while 
police carried out an investi- 
gation. j 
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.was a 22-year-old Haitian — 

f 

Baker was one of 12 men, under 
Dempsey’s command, who were living 
in a camp about two miles into the 
everglades, of! State RoaJ 94 in Mon- 
roe County — about an hour’s drive 
from downtown Miami. 

To get into the .camp, where trees 
had been felled to make a clearing, 
you walk a mile along a rou^h trail 
through the low tangle of shrubs and 
the towering red bay trees. *' 

For neighbors, the guerillas had 
wild turkeys, raccoons, bobcats, frogs 
and snakes. Then there were the 
crocodiles and alligators In the stag- 
nant pools of shallow wat^g. Not a 
pleasant place. 

“protectiogi devices 
[ bamboo stick* and nails 
ang from boards -A around 
camp. %* 

' Dempsey later explained to police 
how Bator was kilted : „ 

The guerillas weA divided into 
an attack squad, including Baker, 
and an ambush party. * » 

Theyjrtre using Hve ammunition 
and when the group* made contact 
; the orders were given by hand sig- 
nals. aaid Dempsey. 

1 ’ IJlPlMnbush party fired a voHey 

of shots and the attackers crouched 
down, rides at the ready. ■" * 

f - • v • i 




Then somebody fired a second 
volley and Baker sprawled to the - 

ground. 

"We knew be was hurt bad ad‘a 
couple of the guys carried him cut to 
the road and fetched a ride in -car 
to Miami, " aaid Dempsey. J . 

BakerTKaa d£dV 1 
wheeled him into 
Hospital. 

An autopsy — 

single shot in the heart. 

"We didn't try to bush it up or { 
anything/* explained Dempsey. . He 
walked along the road until he found 
a phone where he called the police. . ’i 

Six Monroe County deputies,- led 
by Lieut. Terry Jones, met Dempsey 
on the road and be led them to the 
camp. 

the man suspected of, L 
fatjd shot was2i-year-61d (v. 
(SmitRowho surrendered to tbTl 
wrortfers from Dempsey; i 

Smith, who is also from Haiti, 
had joined the guerillas after desert- 
ing from the 

Jones says Smith u** 1, 
cleared at a coroners inquest and lat- 
er turned over to Marine Corps au- 
thorities. i . 




Dempsey and the others were 
held li days in jail until police com- 
pleted their investi got ions, 
f 'ibey wesp rdtoaswtfT 
lice decided not to press' c 

But by this time Dempsey had oth- 
er troubles. •„ / — -■*? 

D en>p sey ’s lawyer, L awrep ce 
of the Miami firm oTHoflfiM 
and St. Jean, intervened on hris behalf 
with U.S. immigration officials. 

They wanted 6o deport Dempsey. 
Katz made a deal. It was agreed that 
if Dempsey paid his own plane fare 
out of the U.S. there would be no de- 
portation. 

“I guess you could say I left be- 
cause I'm an embarrassment to the 
U.S. government/' aaid Dempsey. 

He refused to confirm that hlr 
group was planning an Invasion of 
Haiti but hinted: “There were 19 Hai- 
tians. Draw your own conclusions." 

When Dempsey and his bunch 
were arrested, police collected 19 ri- 
fles, 16 .45 calibre pistols, jungle 
knives, ammunition and walkie-talkie 
equipment 

_jfogg the money coxn$ 



from to buy these weapons ? To feed 
and clothe the guerillas? 

"You shouldn't ask questions like 
that. There’s just no way I’ll answer 
it, ’* said Dempsey. 

“I've heard of whole families on 
Cuba being dragged from their 
homes and exeented os the street be- 
cause of the anti-Castro activities of 
some relative living in Florida.** 

Dempsey, wearing a tidw pair of 
blue jeans and a pwaat shirt, looks 
bronzed and healthy. 

"Sure, I'm in good shape. 1 Hke 
to keep fit. I even carried on with 
the exercising while 1 was in jail/’ 
he said. * • 

When he' flew into Mai ton, a cou- 
ple of weeks ago, Dempsey had about 
$10 left. 

"I (mess I'll have to start looking 
for u job now. I’m pretty good at 
painting so maybe I’ll get something 
in thatline." 

And why did be do it? 

"I’ll tell you one thing/* he' said. 
"It wasn’t for the money. If it was 
I’d belOli&a/’ ? _ . 
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/ ' < Bill .Dempsey to :'oi ; . 
a rag-tag band of woulrf-ht- 
wamors in the swampy ever- 
glades of Florida? Bill Dempsey 
Jmows. but he isn’t talking. Not 
^about that, or anything. 

-Ho puts It bluntly: -What 1 
do for a living is none of your 
•damn, business.” , 

y« ur time here. 

1 ® to tell you anything. 

WSdSaMP “» *»• 

,Here " w «« the home o£ his par- 
* • floiet detached bungalow in a 
typical L<^n, Ontario* suburba “ 
street — Biscay Hoad. f 

rvJ ^ving room. 
I^wey added another cigarette to 
I* ^ in the ashtray and 
reached for a fresh one. 

Then he started talking about tlie 

■ : grwsyww?sss 

who got shot; the miniature arsenal 
■" the plot to free four 

J^teum held prisoner by Castro. 

i'WttUfMjsrsB 

^Itwas at least half an hour be- 

• ^ rt D *r'P?y « v « admitted sane of 

’ «* Florida) facts 

about his eight years m everclades. 
But eventual^ facta began to hup out! 

It is noted that anti-Caatro and 
, — -communis 

• i-Florida area' 

,Uc speaking. 
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Dentaeay is- 27. He’s -five- 

; ( Sf£52i? r w i 01 b ^, combe ^ boots, 

■< He weigh* m at around 180 pounds 
ff&J flSlfSlSEJ* 190 he was 19, 

tl^SSBSSSHS 

as a houee painter. * 

^ flut it bored, him. He js the son of 
a taper ^rmy^c ap tain .and pertiaps 
^ advent 

fuch made him unhappy in his 

Dempsey had learned the dlsctp. 
™nnl^ * knowledge of the 

3Sa%a»^St2li“' 

And either during his final year 

: jat^^gSar^ ter , be *** 

ArTn r smbe birth nothing 

aSSSSSBt' <5 

now berff^with houses and 

,*w to.Miu* Not 'lot 1 bag’ll 
were^eoly going to stay n^Siple rf 

ri ff ^S5 i L De ^?S y ‘bibbed another 
agarette he opened the door to a few 

S^M* ue85 * won’t hurt to 
tril you I Just ivent Wong f w the 

* .-• (>•■'», . , ; 

.Wwaaa chanfc meeting la „ 
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